
 

 

Monastery on Mount Sinai (6th century) stands as a witness to the violent effort needed 
for entrance into God’s Kingdom (Matthew 10: 12). The spiritual struggle of the 
Christian life is a real one, “not against flesh and blood, but against . . . the rulers of the 
present darkness . . . the hosts of wickedness in heavenly places . . .” (Ephesians 6:12). 
St John encourages the faithful in their efforts for, according to the Lord, only “he who 
endures to the end will be saved” (Matthew 24:13). 
 
The Fifth Sunday recalls the memory of Saint Mary of Egypt, the repentant harlot. Mary 
tells us, first of all, that no amount of sin and wickedness can keep a person from God 
if he truly repents. Christ himself has come “to call sinners to repentance” and to save 
them from their sins (Luke 5:32). In addition, Saint Mary tells us that it is never too late 
in life—or in Lent—to repent. Christ will gladly receive all who come to him even at the 
eleventh hour of their lives. But their coming must be in serious and sincere repentance. 

 
 
Upcoming Services 
 
Wed. Apr. 5           Reader’s Akathist   6 p.m. 
 
Sat. Apr. 8             Divine Liturgy (Fr. Joseph) 9:30 a.m.  Blessing of pussy    
                               
                               willows.  Lazarus Saturday. 
 
                               Reader’s Vespers  4 p.m. 
 
Sun. Apr. 9           Reader’s Service (Typika) 9:30 a.m.   Entrance of our Lord into 
  
                              Jerusalem  (Palm Sunday) 
 
 

  Parish News 

 
Pierogi Sale – Friday, April 7 
 
Choir Rehearsal – Saturday, April 8 at 3 p.m. 
 
 
Almsgiving – There will be an almsgiving can on the side table throughout the season 
of Lent. Everyone is encouraged to put their spare change and / or bills in the can. At 
the end of Lent, the money will be collected and given to a specific charity. Please be 
a cheerful giver! Let’s help those who are less fortunate that us!   
 
 
Parish Charity Project for Great Lent – This year for Great Lent our parish charity 
project will be to help Birthright. Birthright is a nonprofit group, located in Frackville, 
helping area mothers and babies. A list of items they need in on the church bulletin 
board. Please help in donating some of these items. There will be a box in the church 
hall to put the donated items. At the end of lent we will give them to Birthright. Any 
questions, see Larissa Holowaty. 
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Welcome! Please join us for coffee and light refreshments after the service. 
 
 
 



 

 

Tone 1 Troparion (Resurrection) 
 
When the stone had been sealed by the Jews,/ while the soldiers were guarding Thy 
most pure body,/ Thou didst rise on the third day, O Savior, / granting life to the world./ 
The powers of heaven therefore cried to Thee, O Giver of Life:/ “Glory to Thy 
Resurrection, O Christ!/ Glory to Thy Kingdom!//Glory to Thy dispensation, O Thou Who 
lovest mankind!” 
 
 
Tone 8 Troparion (St. Mary of Egypt) 
 
The image of God was truly preserved in thee, O Mother,/ for thou didst take up the 
Cross and follow Christ./ By so doing, thou taughtest us to disregard the flesh for it 
passes away;/ but to care instead for the soul, for it is immortal.// Therefore thy spirit, 
O holy Mother Mary, rejoices with the angels. 
 
 
Tone 1 Prokeimenon (Resurrection) 
 
Let Thy mercy, O Lord, be upon us / as we have set our hope on Thee!  
 
V. Rejoice in the Lord, O you righteous! Praise befits the just!  
 
 
Hebrews 9:11-14 (Epistle) 
 
Brethren: Christ came as High Priest of the good things to come, with the greater and 
more perfect tabernacle not made with hands, that is, not of this creation. Not with the 
blood of goats and calves, but with His own blood He entered the Most Holy Place once 
for all, having obtained eternal redemption. For if the blood of bulls and goats and the 
ashes of a heifer, sprinkling the unclean, sanctifies for the purifying of the flesh, how 
much more shall the blood of Christ, who through the eternal Spirit offered Himself 
without spot to God, cleanse your conscience from dead works to serve the living God? 
 
 
Tone 1  
Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia. 
 
V. God gives vengeance unto me, and subdues people under me.  
 
V. He magnifies the salvation of the King and deals mercifully with David, His anointed, 
and his seed forever.  
 
 
Mark 10:32-45 (Gospel) 
 
Now they were on the road, going up to Jerusalem, and Jesus was going before them; 
and they were amazed. And as they followed they were afraid. Then He took the twelve 
aside again and began to tell them the things that would happen to Him:  “Behold, we 

are going up to Jerusalem, and the Son of Man will be betrayed to the chief priests and 
to the scribes; and they will condemn Him to death and deliver Him to the Gentiles; and 
they will mock Him, and scourge Him, and spit on Him, and kill Him. And the third day 
He will rise again.” Then James and John, the sons of Zebedee, came to Him, saying, 
“Teacher, we want You to do for us whatever we ask.” And He said to them, “What do 
you want Me to do for you?” They said to Him, “Grant us that we may sit, one on Your 
right hand and the other on Your left, in Your glory.” But Jesus said to them, “You do 
not know what you ask. Are you able to drink the cup that I drink, and be baptized with 
the baptism that I am baptized with?” They said to Him, “We are able.” So Jesus said 
to them, “You will indeed drink the cup that I drink, and with the baptism I am baptized 
with you will be baptized; but to sit on My right hand and on My left is not Mine to give, 
but it is for those for whom it is prepared.” And when the ten heard it, they began to be 
greatly displeased with James and John. But Jesus called them to Himself and said to 
them, “You know that those who are considered rulers over the Gentiles lord it over 
them, and their great ones exercise authority over them. Yet it shall not be so among 
you; but whoever desires to become great among you shall be your servant. And 
whoever of you desires to be first shall be slave of all. For even the Son of Man did not 
come to be served, but to serve, and to give His life a ransom for many.” 
 
 
Tone 1  Kontakion (Resurrection) 
 
As God, Thou didst rise from the tomb in glory,/ raising the world with Thyself./ 
Human nature praises Thee as God, for death has vanished. Adam exults, O Master!/ 
Eve rejoices, for she is freed from bondage and cries to Thee:// “Thou art the Giver of 
Resurrection to all, O Christ!” 
 
 
Tone 3 Kontakion (St. Mary of Egypt) 
 
Having been a sinful woman,/ thou becamest through repentance a bride of Christ./ 
Having attained angelic life,/ thou didst defeat demons with the weapon of the Cross.// 
Therefore, O most glorious Mary, thou art a bride of the Kingdom. 
 
 
 
Hymn to the Theotokos (Instead of It is Truly meet) Tone 6 
 
All of creation rejoices in you, / O Full of Grace:/ the assembly of angels and the race 
of men./ O sanctified temple and spiritual paradise,/ the glory of virgins,/ from whom 
God was incarnate and became a Child:/ our God before the ages./ He made your body 
into a throne,/ and your womb He made more spacious than the heavens/ All of creation 
rejoices in you,// O Full of Grace. Glory to you! 
 
 

Sundays of Great Lent 
 
The Fourth Sunday of Lent is dedicated to Saint John of the Ladder (Climacus), the 
author of the work, The Ladder of Divine Ascent. The abbot of Saint Catherine’s  
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